
Using Demographics to Plan 

for Your Communities’ Future



Horizons 2008

Community Visioning = Community Action



Where it all started



Identify

Demographics



MN, ND, and SD Residents 

who have Moved

in Past Year by Age, 2006



Prepared by the North Dakota State 

Data Center June 2009

Persons Ages 65 and Older: Projected Percent Change 

in Population in North Dakota by County, 2000 to 2020
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Percent Change in Persons:
2000 to 2010 & 2000 to 2020
(Source: U.S. Census Bureau)
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Persons Ages 65 and Older as a Percent of the Total Population

in North Dakota by County: 2000
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000
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Persons Ages 65 and Older as a Percent of the Total Population

in North Dakota by County: 2020
Source: North Dakota State Data Center, North Dakota Population Projections: 2005 to 2020, Sept. 2002
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Statewide Trends



So What?

• An aging population was increasing and 

projected to grow.

• Families were looking for homes/ more 

feasible than building

• If residents didn’t have a place to live they 

weren’t going to stay



What do

we lose if 

someone 

moves?



Data Lead to Action

• Involved local lawmakers

– State Representatives

– State Senators

• Held  public meetings - community buy in

• Addressed the 59th Legislative Assembly



• Eureka SD- Building 2nd phase

• Crosby – 2nd phase of 4-plexes and assisted living complex

• Park River 2 4-plexes

• Ashley 2 4-plexes and a waiting list

• Mohall 1 4-plex

• Beulah 1 4-plex

• Oakes 2 4-plexes

• Ellendale 2 4-plexes

• Approximately 45 units to date





The Tri-County region includes 

the counties of Logan, McIntosh 

and Emmons Counties in South 

Central North Dakota. The total 

population for the three counties 

combined is approximately 

8,096 residents. (U.S. Census 

Bureau population estimates).



Goals….

• Goal 1: Increased tourism spending 

• Goal 2: Easier access to food in rural 

locations 

• Goal 3: Increased awareness of 

healthcare services and careers 

• Goal 4: Increased youth leadership/    

youth involvement 



Utilized 

Compass 

County 

profiles



Goal 1

The Tri-County region will expand tourism to 

the region by 10% and tax revenue by 3% 

from 2015 to 2017. 



Goal 2

Easier access to food in rural locations 



The Tri-County region total square miles is 
3,561. The total population is 8,233.  By 
most accounts this is an extremely remote 
area. There are 8 small grocery stores 
supporting this region. Keep in mind these 
stores are NOT a big box store they are 
small market “mom & pop” grocery stores.  
Some are even run and managed by 
volunteers or only 1 paid employee.

As you can see in the data provided this 
region has a high older population (65+). In 
most cases this population may have limited 
transportation opportunities. There is also a 
high obesity and diabetes percent by 
population. We are confident there is a link 
to these factors and lack of accessible 
healthy food. 



Goal 3

Through regional collaborative efforts, 

maintain the current number of jobs in the 

healthcare industry in the Tri-County 

• Healthcare is also critical to the region’s economy. Each 

County continues to support a local hospital as well as a 

long- term care facility. Each institution is a major employer 

and shares goods and services. Because over 17% of the 

Tri County population, is over 65 years of age (2014 U.S. 

Census), accessible healthcare is necessary.



Goal 4

Increase the in-migration of the 30-45 year 

cohort to equal the out-migration of the     

20-29 year old cohort in the region by 2020. 



Marketing Hometown America




